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Bloomsbury DTC Collaborative Development Competition 

2015-16

The Bloomsbury DTC invites applications from current DTC studentship award holders and/or their supervisors for financial support to assist the development of collaboration with external organisations that will form part of the student’s doctoral training experience. 

The closing date for applications in the current round is Tuesday 1 December 2015. Decisions will be announced in late January 2016.
Background
The ESRC expects at least 20% of the students funded in each round of awards within the DTC to engage in collaborative activity with a public, private or third sector organisation at some point during the period of their studentship. These collaborations can take a wide variety of forms, including shared projects supported by a co-funded award, internships, placements or other forms of activity. At minimum, however, they must involve some form of knowledge exchange, as part of which the student contributes something to the organisation as well as receiving something from it. There is no restriction to the location or nature of the collaborating organisation (UK and non-UK organisations are equally acceptable), except that other universities are not eligible partners. 

In order to help DTCs meet this target, the ESRC has made additional funding available to support the development of potential collaborations. The Bloomsbury DTC Board has decided to use this funding to mount an annual competition for small awards (normally no more than £2,000) that will help get a collaboration off the ground. Awards might be used to meet travel and subsistence costs for students or to facilitate the development of material to be used as part of knowledge exchange activity. However, we want to encourage inventive ideas, and have therefore deliberately decided not to impose strict requirements on what funding is sought for as long as 1) the collaboration fulfils the knowledge exchange criterion, and 2) the financial support plays an obviously central role in enabling it.
Successful applicants will be required to submit a brief report (max two sides of A4) on how the collaborative activity worked, following its conclusion and what benefits they and the collaborating organisation gained from it, for reporting to ESRC. Note that brief information from your report may be used on the DTC website to promote the Collaborative Competition for future applicants.  
Applications should be made using the accompanying form. They will each be considered individually by the members of the DTC Board using the following criteria:
· How far the activity meets the ESRC requirement for genuine knowledge exchange

· The likely benefit to the student’s programme of training and/or their broader development

· The capacity of the collaboration to generate identifiable research impact

· Value for money

· The extent to which the activity is likely to lead to more extended collaboration over time

· Whether any future activity may involve an element of co-funding.

Preference will be given to applications which are likely to lead to extended collaboration over time, especially where these may generate co-funding.

Previous recipients of Collaborative Competition funding may make a fresh application in this round, but will need to submit a very strong case to get repeat funding.
Please submit your statement and letter of support to Alison Freeman, DTC Manager: a.freeman@ioe.ac.uk by 4.00 pm on Tuesday 1 December 2015.
Application for Bloomsbury DTC Collaborative Development Competition 

1.
Your contact details

	Name
	

	Email address
	

	DTC Institution and Cluster
	

	MPhil/PhD Award Start Date
	

	Supervisor(s)
	


2.
Details of Collaboration 
	Collaborating organisation or partner(s)
	

	Location
	

	Sector e.g. public, private, third-sector
	

	Likely dates and length of collaboration
	



3. Case for support

Please attach a document (maximum one side of A4) clearly indicating the following:
a) The nature of the activity and how this meets the knowledge exchange requirement;
b) The purpose of the collaboration and the benefits gained by the student and the organisation
c) The likelihood of future collaboration/co-funding resulting from the supported work 
4. Cost of Collaboration
Please provide accurate and justified costings which make clear why the financial support is necessary. 

NB. Bids must not be for funds to substitute already identified financing or to meet partner’s costs. Bids in excess of £2,000 will be considered but will require particularly strong justification.

	
	Details
	Cost (£’s)

	Travel 
	
	

	Accommodation
	
	

	Subsistence
	
	

	Materials
	
	

	Visits, miscellaneous activities
	
	

	Other
	
	

	Total
	
	


5. Risk Statement

	Please include details such as personal health and safety, care of valuables etc.

	


6. Confirmation of support from collaborating organisation or partner
Your collaborating organisation or partner should also provide a letter of support (less than one side of A4), confirming their willingness to collaborate. This too should be sent to Alison Freeman, DTC Manager: a.freeman@ioe.ac.uk by Tuesday 1 December, 2015. 

7.
Signature of Student

The information provided in this application is true to the best of my knowledge, and I agree to refund any funding made if the visit is abandoned or is unsuccessful and I return to the UK early (less any reasonable expenditure already incurred).
Signed (Student)   ________________________________________________    Date    _______________________________
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